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Travel Numbers Show Major Economic Recovery in Northeast Tennessee 
 
Recently released numbers from the Tennessee Department of Tourist Development show tourism in Tennessee 
hit a record-high $24.2 billion in domestic and international travel spending in 2021, also marking a strong 
econimic recovery in Northeast Tennessee. 
 

Locally, all eight counties representing Northeast Tennessee generated over $773 million economic impact to 
the region in visitor spending, up nearly $192 million from the previous pandemic year. All counties of Carter, 
Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington had significant increases in visitor 
spending, wages paid to employees, employment, as well as state and local tax receipts. 
 
“Our area played a major role in the state’s tourism recovery efforts,” Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association 
Executive Director Alicia Phelps said. “What is equally impressive are the percentage increases in our rural 
communities that continue to put a primary focus on tourism as an economic development tool. Combine those 
efforts with the internationally known destinations found in Northeast Tennessee, and it can be noted that 2022 
has already proven to be very successful year in which we can estimate a full recovery from the pandemic.” 
 

https://industry.tnvacation.com/industry/research
https://industry.tnvacation.com/industry/research


Travel and tourism is the third largest employer in Tennessee, while visitors spend nearly $66 million per day. 
According to the report, visitor spending in Tennessee increased by 44.4%, year over year, above the U.S. 
national increase of 35.7%, year over year 
 
“The way we travel and strengthen our workforce has changed,” Phelps said. “Northeast Tennessee has proven 
to be resilient in ensuring our area continues to grow sustainability to enhance the quality of life for those that 
visit and live here.” 
 
About Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association 
The Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association, chartered in 1977, is a non-profit tourism agency that serves and 
supports Carter, Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, and Washington counties, as well as 
portions of Southwest Virginia. The organization was named Tennessee’s Destination Marketing Organization 
of the year in 2019, and also serves as one of nine statewide regional tourism organizations recognized by 
Tennessee Department of Tourist Development. 
 
Domestic and International Travel Included 
Source: Travel Economics / TN Dept. of Revenue / TN Department of Labor & Workforce Development 
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